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FarryLAnD, WEDNESDAY, “une 1. 1796. 





Mr PHANTOM, 


Bec leave to refume my obfervations. Having received fome let- 

ters of recommendation, I called upon the perfons to whom they 
were addrefled. I met the moft cordial reception ; their affability 
and defire to oblige were beyond my expectation; and all preffing- 
ly invited me to their houfes. One gentleman engaged me to 
dinner, where I met a brilliant party, and was very elegantly enter- 
tained. Here I felt peculiar fatisfaction to find the cuftom of drink- 
ing beyond neceflity in a great meafure abolifhed, in conformity to the 
example of the firft companies in England. Formerly, I am told, a 
poor ftranger was obliged to facrifice his health and feelings to this bar- 
barous fpecies of hofpitality. But although there is great reform on 
this point, yet the practice is not fo completely done away as might be 
wifhed. Still in England I have heard the common-place Sicilian ex- 
cufes in favour of the bottle ; that drink opens the heart, fhews the dif- 
pofition, and fimilar arguments. Would to God that fleep might al- 
ways conclude the feftivals of Bacchus! When reafon is lulled, the 
effufions of a heart elated with wine are feldom produtive of good 
confequences. Blows and wounds are not, I have obferved, beftowed 
with great attention to charity by the votaries of Silenus, in the midft 
of their orgies. I can think of no better way to unroot completely the 
remains of this cuftom, than the prefence of the Ladies after dinner. 
The adorers of the jolly God would hardly yield to their depraved and 
rude habits, were it not cuftomary for the fair fex, by their withdraw- 
ing, to give the fignal for fcenes of diffipation. 

Excufe this digreflion. We had a pleafant converfation after dinner ; 
and it being an Aflembly night, we went to the Rooms in George’s 
Square. ‘The company was very elegant, and I affifted in the Scotch 
reels, the fpirit of which I foon entered into. We alfo had contre- 
dances. The novelty of the reels, and the good nature and fpright- 
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linefs of the young Ladies, afforded a pleafant evening’s amufe- 
ment. But I would fuggeft fome improvements on this entertain- 
ment. The eflence of an Affembly is abfolute freedom; variety 
and relaxation are alike neceflary to render it perfect: hence there 
ought to be proper rooms for refrefhment; good mufic, and, in 
the intervals of dancing, a few airs, or a concert; in fhort, fome- 
thing to amufe the mind, and to fill up the blank between the 
dances, which throws fuch a damp upon the fpirits. Partners fhould 
be chofen promifcuoufly ; due precautions being: taken to prevent the 
admiffion of improper perfons, every Gentleman ought, as a matter of 
courfe, to afk any Lady to dance. In what elfe confifts the pleafure of 
an Affembly? The polite familiarity, /ans ceremonte, for which my 
country has ever been fo diftinguifhed, affords a fource of enjoyment 
unknown to the {tiff and formal. 

Next morning I waited to pay my refpects to‘the Ladies I had ac- 
companied to the Affembly ; but, fad to tell! I found all of them com- 
plaining. One had a fprained foot, another was confined with a fe- 
vere cold, a third afflicted with a fore throat, and all tired to death. 
It was juft as I expe&ted. <A deference for the Ladies had made me 
dance even beyond my inclinaton ; but the fair ones hopped while the 
fiddiers chofe to fcrape. One would imagine that it was -a trial of 
ftrength and perfeverance between them. 

Apropos. of the Edinburgh Ladies. They are in general pretty, 
amiable, affable, and poflefs the branches of gay education more gene- 
rally than any others, the French excepted. All of them, I under- 
ftand, learn French at fchool ; but I am forry that a certain mauvai/e 
honte prevents them from exprefling their thoughts to a foreigner in 
his own language. I have had the pleafure to hear feveral of the de- 
moifelles of Edinburgh perform a variety of airs very agreeably; but, 
in general, the mafters feem not to take the proper method to form 
their tafte. At one time the young Lady plays or fings a Scotch pafto- 
ral; next fhe attempts an Italian or German fonata; then executes an 
unmeaning Englith ballad; at laft, tired of them all, fhe betakes herfelf 
to her favourite reel. I expected to enjoy here the beautiful Scottith 
melodies in their native fimplicity; but what was my difappointment 
to find the depraved tafte of Englith Theatrical fingers, and their ill- 
borrowed Italian flights, ingrafted upon airs fo totally different! Many 
a charming voice and good natural tafte are thus fpoiled. 

All the fair, however, learn mufic ; and I have been told, that a Pro- 
feffor of the Art has at this time under his tuition a Lady, who has at- 
tained her eighty-fourth year, and whofe natural tafte had not till then 
been tortured by art. When the Venerable Dame was taking her firft 
leffon, her grandfon, a fprightly young officer, came mal-apropos to in- 
terrupt her debut ; and, forgetful of the politenefs due to a grandmo- 
ther, difconcerted her-with a horfe-laugh, when fhe was executing /o/ 
fa. Of the character of the Scotch Ladies in other refpeéts, I can only 
fay, that were I to chufe a partner for life, it would be a Caledonian, 
with a little of Englifh domeftic habits. The young Ladies in Edinburgh 


are too much flattered to make careful and economical wives. I have no 
reafon 
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reafon to be diflatisfied with the Scotch Gentlemen; yet, notwithftand- 
ing the refemblance between their manners and thofe of my country- 
men, I own I admire the blunt fincerity of John Bull. 

I am much pleafed with one circumftance in Scotland; the people 
are not addicted to gaming; and even card-playing to kill time is 
by no means fo common as in Paris or London. I am happy to ob- 
ferve the inhabitants find more rational ways to {pend their even- 
ings. The people of Edinburgh are lively, compared with thofe of 
London. Ihave not had time to inveftigate fully the fources of this 
gaiety ; but in the courfe of my travels, | have made a variety of ob- 
fervations on the caufes of national levity and gravity. Thefe, with 
the application of my principles to the deportment of the Scotch, I fhall 
take a future opportunity to fend you. 

Education, in general, feems to be more attended to here than in 
England ; efpecially among the middling and lower clafles. As far as I 
have been able to difcern, there is more liberty and lefs pedantry in the 
Scotch fchools, than in the Englifh univerfities ; and the mind expands in 
proportion as it is freed from {fcholaftic difcipline. At Oxford and 
Cambridge, as well as in the univerfities abroad governed by fimilar 
laws, I had occafion to remark, that great rigour, inftead of inci- 
ting young men to exertion, ferves only to increafe apparent diffi- 
culties, by the dread of which they fink into relaxation; and the laws 
ceafing to be obeyed, at laft lofe their force. I have no doubt that the 
profperity of the Univerfity of Edinburgh has been greatly owing 
to its regulations, aflifted by the eminence of its Profeflors, efpecially 
in the Medical department. Curious to fee this feminary of learn- 
ing, I vifited feveral of the clafs-rooms, and was not a little furprifed at 
the want of a proper Mufeum of natural hiftory. The limited maritime 
power of Italy might be an excufe for the want of a collection of fo- 
reign natural curiofities; yet I found excellent Mufeums in that 
country. Of France and Holland I need not fpeak. In fhort, I 
have feen no country where there was not a public inftitution of 
this kind; but it is wanting in Edinburgh! There is a fmall Mu- 
feum, collected by an ingenious individual, which, while it reflects ho- 
nour on his tafte, ought, I conceive, to prove an incitement to the go- 
vernment of this city to annex it to the Natural Hiftory Clafs, and 
take pains to improve what now is merely a gentleman’s collec- 
tion. An obfervatory is not lefs wanted for the ufe of the Profeflor of 
Aftronomy. ‘There is no Univerfity abroad where Aftrenomy is not 
taught ; but in Edinburgh, I am told, it is a finecure, as weil as fevera! 
other profefforfhips. In this refpect they perhaps follow the example of 
the two Englith fchools of Learning, where feience is not fuffered to 
emaciate the conftitution ; but Profeflors and Students {pend their time 
in a fcholaftic lounge. At Oxford, even the Books in tire great Library 
partake of this otium fcientificum. 

From what I have feen, I have no great opinion of the ftate of the 
Arts in Edinburgh ; nor is there reafon to expect much excellence. Eng- 
land offers fuch inducements, that Scottifh artifts cannot hefitate about 
their place of refidence. Painting, Sculpture, Engraving, and Mutfic, 


I am forry to fay, are not well underftood in this capital. { muft make 
fome 
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fome well-known exceptions, particularly in the profeffion of Painting. 
Edinburgh has perfons poffeffed of no {mall merit in this elegant art; 
and I have feen fome performances of young Ladies that do much ho- 
nour both to themfelves and their inftructors :—neither is this city alto- 
gether deftitute of Engravers; although good artifts in this line are not 
numerous. But I am too long. You fhall hear again from me foon. 
Yours, &c. Z 
Le Marautis L’Orsir. 
St Andrew's Square, g 
12th May 1796. 


A Paper called Tur TRIFLER has lately attempted to be very witty 
upon THE Guost. I fhould have made Mr Maw-worm welcome to 
all the benefits arifing from his fmartnefs ; I fhould even have joined in 
a good laugh with the Public at my own expence. But when, in the 
very next TRIFLER, publifhed on Saturday laft, I find a Paper figned 
T. T. which the Author has had the effrontery to copy verbatim from 
No. 141. of Tue TaT er, I think it my duty to expofe this pla- 
giarifm ; and the rather as it feems introductory to a future Effay, proba- 
bly from the fame fource. It is not my with to enter into any altercation 
with this Trifling Gentleman ; but I think, if Mr Maw-worm is to treat 
the Public with Extra@ts from Tue TATLER, he ought in juftice to ac- 
knowledge his obligations to my friend Bickerftaff. For myfelf, I can- 
not but feel the flattering compliment of Feriatus taking a motto from 
my Work; and I fee the propriety of Ture TRIFLER faying, “ I am a 


departed /pirit.” 
FELIX PHANTOM. 





My Printer not being an Italian fcholar, committed an error in No.5. which I beg 
my readers will correét. The Marquis is made to queftion the Tron Church thus : “ Que 
“ facete la?” for which read, “Que fate la?” This alludes to the waggifh lines written 
by an Italian archite& on the pillars before Carlton Houfe : 


** Care colonne 

** Que fate qua? 

“ Non lo fappiamo 
“ Tn verita.” 


——In No. IX. page 33. near the bottom, inftead of metamorpho/fus, read metamorpho/es. 
In No. X. p. 37. line 10. for foal] read will, At the end of the third paragraph 
of the fame page, for picee read piece. A comma is wanting after the word quoted in 
the fourteenth line from the bottom of page 42; which comma is improperly inferted 
after the word remember, in the feventh line from the top of the following page; and 
near the bottom of p.43. there is a fad jumble between Empre/s and Majeffy, which 
will be very apparent to the difcerning Reader. 











TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


SoLomon SHapow mutt be fenfible that his witty allufions are too pointed. But I thall 
endeavour to give them a place in my Pekin RefleGtor ; which, by the way, I mean to 
import by the next Indiamen, to gratify the curious in Chinefe literature.—Thanks to 


IsaABELLA HINT. 


Sold by G. Mupre anv Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who receive Communica- 
tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addreffed to Mr Phantom. The Guost may 





alfo be had of Cameron anv Mvrpocu, Glafgow, and of S. Murray, Ruffel Court, 
London. 














